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37. Assuming there would be no change in Social Security benefits for those who are now age 55 or older, do you 

think each of the following would be a good idea or a bad idea to address concerns with the Social Security 

system?  How about – [RANDOM ORDER]? 

 

 

2010 Jul 8-11 

(sorted by “good idea”) 

Good 

idea 

Bad  

idea 

 % % 

Requiring higher income workers to pay Social Security taxes on ALL of 

their wages 
67 30 

Limiting benefits for wealthy retirees 63 35 

Further reducing the total amount of benefits a person would receive if they 

retired early 
44 53 

Reducing retirement benefits for people who are cur



Q.37 (IDEAS TO ADDRESS SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM) CONTINUED 

 

 B. Limiting benefits for wealthy retirees 

 

    Good idea Bad idea No opinion 

    

2010 Jul 8-11  63 35 2 

    

2005 Feb 4-6  68 29 3 

 

 C. Further reducing the total amount of benefits a person would receive if they retired early 

 

    Good idea Bad idea No opinion 

    

2010 Jul 8-11  44 53 3 

    

2005 Feb 4-6  40 57 3 

 

 D. Increasing Social Security taxes for all workers 

 

    Good idea Bad idea No opinion 

    

2010 Jul 8-11  34 64 2 

    

2005 Feb 4-6  37 60 3 

 

 E. Requiring higher income workers to pay Social Security taxes on ALL of their wages 

 

    Good idea Bad idea No opinion 

    

2010 Jul 8-11  67 30 3 

    

2005 Feb 4-6  67 30 3 

 

 F. Reducing retirement benefits for people who are currently under age 55 

    Good idea Bad idea No opinion 

    

2010 Jul 8-11  39 57 4 

    

2005 Feb 4-6  29 67 4 

 

 

38. If you had to choose one of the following approaches to ensuring Social Security's long-term future, would 


